First Presbyterian Church

May 8, 2011

Third Sunday of Easter
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude
Aria
R. Lau
God’s Greeting & Announcements

Introit


*Call To Worship (responsive)
based upon Proverbs 8
Wisdom calls out, understanding raises her voice!
Come in, all who seek wisdom!

On the heights, at the crossroads, she takes her stand;

Come in, all who seek knowledge!

Beside the gates, at the entrance she cries out;

Come in, all who seek insight!

Hear her words, for she speaks the truth:
Come in, all who seek righteousness and justice!
All: Come in, and let us worship the Lord!

*Hymn No. 144
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!
Prayer Of Confession (responsive)
Risen Lord Jesus, what is it that keeps us from recognizing you?

Often we are so full of our own concerns that we block you out.

Often the way we interpret Scripture obscures our sight of you.

Often we are slow of heart and do not recognize you in our neighbor, in the poor, or those who are despised. Our eyes and ears become so crammed with the sights and sounds of living that we simply fail to see you or to recognize your voice.

All:  Risen Lord Jesus, help us to empty ourselves of all that hinders our awareness of you with us. Fill us with the joy of knowing your continuing presence, so that, like those travelers on the road to Emmaus, we will hasten to share this great good news with others.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

Time With Young People
First Reading
Acts 2:36-41
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the multitude:  “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Anthem



Sermon
The “Experts”
The Rev. Dr. Stacks
Second Reading
Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*Hymn No. 11
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Choral Response

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)
from A Declaration of Faith
God keeps his promises and gives us hope. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus God kept his promises. All that we can ever hope for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over. God calls us to hope for more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence that supports us when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and earth, certainty of victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death.
*Ascription Of Praise
Gloria Patri (Hymn No. 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Presentation Of God’s Tithes And Our Offerings
*Offertory Response And Prayer Of Dedication
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*Hymn No. 483
Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
*Charge And Benediction

*Choral Response No. 599 (all sing twice)
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.

*Postlude
Salvation
D. Schelat
*Those who are able, please stand.

The congregation will read the lines in bold type.

Wherever you may live, whatever your need, you are welcome as a friend to this household of Christian faith, hope, and love. It is our prayer that Christ’s presence may be more real because you worshiped with us today.

Announcements

Week of May 8
We welcome Leslie Stacks to the pulpit this morning while Heather is 

away.

The flowers have been placed in the sanctuary this morning in honor 
and in memory of all mothers by Dianne and Danny Deese.
Heather will be away May 1-14. 
Food Pantry: Saturday, May 14th, 8:00-10:00 AM. Set-Up is  

Friday, May 13th, 4:00 PM. Volunteer to help!
Ministry Reports for Session are due Monday, May 9th.
Next Stated Session Meeting is Sunday, May 15th, after Worship.
Montreat Parent & Youth Meeting: Sunday, May 22, 5:00 PM, 

at First Presbyterian-Norwood.
Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, May 25, 1:30-6:00 PM
For the month of May, we are collecting vegetable oil and shortening

for the Anson Crisis Ministry. 

Duty Elder for May is Ross Huntley. Ushers are John Edwards, Danny Deese, Glenn Trexler, and Bob Stowe. Acolyte is Katie Paige 

Huntley.
Scriptures for next week are Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 
1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10. 
Ushers for next Sunday, May 15, are Luke Hyatt, Jerry Ridenhour, Foyle Hightower, and Hugh Wallace. Acolyte is Mary Catherine 

Boylin.
Nursery Volunteers


May 8

Pam Vernon & Bob Stowe


May 15

Ross Huntley & Ginger Trexler


May 22

Ellen & Eddie Huntley


Offering Received

May 1 


Weekly Amount Needed to Meet Budget


$3,264.00


Offering Received  



   



   
     $2,512.00  

Shortage













$   752.00  

Building Fund











Weekly Amount Budgeted






   
   $400.00

Received 




   





            $545.00
Attendance

May 1


23  Sunday School


0   Nursery         4  Class 1    
4  Class 2      0   Class 3             

    

3   Young Adults/Youth        12  Adults
59  Worship
Choir

Chancel Choir Practice




Wednesday – 7:00 PM

Handbell Choir
                             Wednesday – 6:00 PM
Prayer Requests: Danny Edwards, [image: image1.emf]Irene Fisher, John Frank McLeod, Emma Rogers, Ruth Faulkner, Kim Keith, Wayne Lineberry, Woody & Marjorie Barfield, Damon Burnett, Steve Hyatt, Helen Little, Shirley Christian, Craig Thomas, Ed Emory, Perry Lee Emory, Cindy Brown, Pat Allen, Billy Burr, Morgan Lastowski, John Johnston, Cameron Keith, Becky Goins, Celia Carpenter, Henry Harward, Jane Clark, Stella Griffin, Frances Vernon, Rick Witherington, Deanne Koontz, Laura Napier, Durward Polster, James Price, David Brooks, Family of Matt Swearingen, Gertrude Stacks Curtis.
(If you know of anyone who can be removed from the prayer list, please let the Church Office know.)
