A Brief History

of

The First Presbyterian Church

Wadesboro, North Carolina

1873-2007
[image: image9.png]eRlAy

i

(Usa

g RES,
el
Hyga®




Published on the occasion of the celebration of our Homecoming

April 29, 2007

A Brief History

of

The First Presbyterian Church

Wadesboro, North Carolina

1873-1973 History
by

Hattie Mae Covington
Published on the occasion of the celebration of the Centennial
November 11, 1973
1974-2007 History
by

Sarah Alice Harris

Janice Chandler





Bonnie Morgan
Lovdia Spivey





Barbara Altieri
Gloria Cameron





Jan Taylor
Kaye Ratliff






Jean Gardner

Candy White





Anne Hyatt


Ashley Haynes 






Updated on the occasion of the celebration of our Homecoming
April 29, 2007

[image: image2.jpg]



DEDICATED TO THE GLORY OF GOD

and presented to the congregation of

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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“We are a Christian community of faith and caring, seeking to live our calling by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit through worship, stewardship, education, evangelism, and missions.”

“WE BELIEVE THAT PRAYER CAN CHANGE PEOPLE, CIRCUMSTANCES, AND COMMUNITIES.”
Organization and Growth
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” (Matthew 18:20)

In January, 1873, the Rev. S. C. Alexander, an evangelist of Mecklenburg Presbytery, moved to Wadesboro and began preaching to a small gathering one Sunday each month using the Baptist Church, by consent of that denomination, which at that time had no regular service and no pastor. A Sunday School was organized on March 9, 1873, by Captain John C. McLauchlin who became the Superintendent, a position he held for 33 years. 
On April 17, 1873, William H. Murray, Charles M. Burns and M. A. Murr were appointed Trustees to hold such property as might be acquired for the use of the Presbyterian Church proposed to be organized in Wadesboro. The Trustees at once purchased a lot on the corner of Rutherford Street and West Wade, the purchase price being $400.

On September 14, 1873, the Rev. Alexander, in virtue of his office of evangelist, received into the communion of the church the following persons: Dr. William C. Ramsey, Capt. John C. McLauchlin and his wife, Mrs. Mary Caraway McLauchlin, Miss Sarah Watson, Mrs. Martha Murray, Mrs. Mary B. Alexander, and Miss Fannie M. Lindsley. These seven charter members were organized into a church by electing Capt. John C. McLauchlin and Dr. William C. Ramsey as ruling elders who were ordained and installed as such on October 12, 1873. The church as it was organized enjoyed the regular monthly ministrations of the Rev. S. C. Alexander until April, 1877; using the Baptist church for preaching, Sunday School and prayer meeting services until that denomination secured a pastor and required the use of their church for their own services. The Presbyterians then used the Court House for preaching and the Masonic Hall for Sunday School until August, 1876, when the Presbyterian house of worship was completed.

After receiving less than expected in aid from the Presbytery, the Church resolved in the Fall of 1874 to sell the lot on Rutherford Street, buy a cheaper lot, and erect a smaller and less expensive building than at first contemplated. In pursuance of this resolution, part of the money subscribed for building purposes was paid in and the trustees instructed to purchase the lot on which the present church building stands, the purchase price being $150. On March 10, 1875, the lot on Rutherford Street was sold at a net profit of $25. John C. McLauchlin, M. A. Murr, and William H. Murray were appointed to serve on the Building Committee. The foundation of the church building was laid on March 27, 1875, and the work carried on as funds were secured until the building was completed on August 19, 1876. The church building was dedicated to the service of God on Sunday, September 3, 1876. The Rev. E. H. Harding, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, conducted the services, assisted by the Rev. S. C. Alexander, the Rev. James E. Morrison and the Rev. N. T. Bowden. For the first three years, there were no additions to the original membership; however, during meetings held at the time of dedicating the sanctuary, some nine new members were added.

During the Fall Session of Mecklenburg Presbytery in 1875, it was resolved by that venerable body to discontinue the services of an Evangelist in this field after the expiration of that year. During the latter part of the year, the church, which had been organized at Monroe in Union County by Mr. A. C. Alexander as Evangelist had a meeting to bring up the question of calling a pastor. Failing to agree, the connections of the Rev. Alexander with that church terminated with that year. Consequently, he was left with his family at Wadesboro with a small and feeble church organization and a house of worship unfinished. Under these circumstances, feeling a deep interest in this church, he decided to engage in teaching here during the year 1876 and to supply this church with ministerial services in consideration of such support as the church might be able to give. Not being able to secure a pastor for the church, the session made similar arrangements with him for the year 1877.

From April, 1877, to June, 1878, the church was without any regular ministerial services. During that period, there were four new members added under the occasional ministrations of the Rev. James E. Morrison, then pastor of Lebanon Church (now the Morven Presbyterian Church). The Rev. R. A. Miller was installed as pastor of the church on June 8, 1878, and served until April, 1881. The Rev. J. L. Williams was ordained by the Presbytery and commissioned as an Evangelist for Anson County in 1881 and served until the spring of 1882 after which the church was without ministerial services for one year. The Rev. A. G. Buckner was called to the pastorate of this church in the spring of 1883 and was ordained and installed as pastor. Rev. Buckner’s pastorate continued until September 1890. During this period, the church prospered, became self-sustaining in connection with the church of Morven, purchased a valuable piece of property on Camden Road for a manse and improved the same.

On February 1, 1891, the Rev. Milton R. Kirkpatrick was elected pastor of this church and of the Morven church and was installed soon thereafter. His pastorate continued until January 14, 1894. During his tenure, the church was strengthened and the scope of its work extended. Services were held at Lilesville and Little’s School House. A flourishing Sunday School was organized at the latter place and members were received at both of these places. The work thus begun was continued by the subsequent ministers of this church. In March, 1894, the Rev. Eugene L. Siler was invited to serve this church as Stated Supply and soon thereafter entered upon the work. At the end of the year, in April, 1895, he was called and installed as pastor of this and the Morven church. This pastorate continued until April, 1897, during which time the Rev. Siler prosecuted successfully the aggressive work of the churches begun by the former pastors. The Rev. M. C. Arrowood was elected and installed pastor of this church on October 3, 1897, and continued as such until June, 1899. From June, 1899, to June, 1900, the church was without a minister.

In May, 1900, Mr. Donald McIver, then a student in the Theological Department of Yale University and under the care of Fayetteville Presbytery, was elected to preach in this church. As a licentiate of that Presbytery, he began to serve this and the Morven church in June, 1900. He was transferred to Mecklenburg Presbytery and was ordained and installed pastor of these two churches in December, 1900. The Wadesboro church amended its call to the Rev. McIver in April, 1902, asking that he give his entire time to this church, which was accepted by him and approved by Presbytery. In June of that year, he became pastor of this church alone and continued until April, 1906. 
During the Rev. McIver’s pastorate, the church increased its activities and sent out a colony which formed a church at Lilesville and one at Little’s (now Camden Presbyterian Church). A much more substantial structure, the present house of worship was built under the Rev. McIver’s leadership. The cornerstone was laid in 1904 and the church was completed and dedicated in 1905. Dr. W. W. Moore, President of Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, preached the dedicatory sermon. 
The new church was fittingly equipped with comfortable seats, a carpet covering the entire sanctuary floor, and two pianos placed in the Sunday School rooms. The bell whose clear ringing tones called the congregation to worship was the gift of a charter member, Miss Sarah Watson. The Communion table was donated by Dr. James A. McLauchlin who was a member of this church in his early boyhood days. The four stained glass windows, which added greatly to the beauty of the building were in memory of the deceased members of the church: Mrs. Mary Elizabeth McLauchlin, Mrs. Emma Dumas Bradley, Mrs. DeLuke Blair Boylin, and Mr. M. A. Murr. In building this church, as in the first in 1876, the members were indebted to many persons not connected with this church for their generous contributions to the building fund and encouragement in the enterprise.

Up to this time, 182 members had been enrolled. There were 75 members who transferred by letter to other churches; 20 had died and 11 were dropped from the roll making a membership of 79, including 6 elders and 3 deacons.

In April, 1906, the Rev. McIver resigned from the pastorate of the church; his resignation being accepted with regret. The following month he was called back to conduct the funeral of Capt. McLauchlin, whose sudden death brought a severe loss to the church. He was the last of the charter members, having been ruling elder, clerk of the session, and Superintendent of the Sunday School since its organization.

The manse on Camden Road was sold in October, 1906, and a handsome new manse was erected back of the church facing Rutherford Street. This was the home of the ministers and their families until 1944. A lot on Ashe Street was purchased in 1945 on which a more modern, convenient and attractive brick house was built in 1949. This manse was sold in 1995.

The Sunday School wing was dedicated in 1954 and in 1985 a new Fellowship Hall was added, next to the sanctuary.

The property adjacent to the church was purchased following the passing of the last of the Horne sisters. The home was in a very poor state of repair and the church decided that it must be torn down. Gradually, the idea of a garden evolved, as the Horne sisters were well noted for their love of flowers and plants. With architectural assistance from the Main Street program, the church was able to salvage the front steps, porch and patio from the original structure. It was the vision of the church to provide the community a gathering place for meditation and for sharing time with God and one another. As a result, we now have a beautiful Memorial Garden that was dedicated on May 21, 2000. Later that same year, a gazebo was added to the garden.

Some Significant Facts and Dates of Recent Years
March 2, 1916 - Rev. and Mrs. Wilfred C. McLauchlin and their first baby daughter 
sailed for China. They were first assigned to the Sutsien Mission and later to Haichow. Dr. McLauchlin was the first member of this church to go as a missionary to a foreign field.

October 1916 – Presbytery was invited to meet with this church at their regular fall

meeting.

July 1920 – The old Communion set was sold for twenty-five dollars.

1920 – A very fine Estey Pipe organ was purchased and installed.

June 1926 – Wadesboro and Morven Churches separated. 

Camden and Lilesville constituted a new group.

April 3, 1937 – The Session recommended that the congregation elect Rev. J. A. Caligan 
as Pastor Emeritus of the Wadesboro Church, having served the Church for ten years prior to his honorable retirement February 1, 1937, on account of ill health having decided to remain a resident of Wadesboro.

1937 – Rev. W. G. Thomas started holding services and Sunday School in the Polkton 

community in the homes of Mrs. Arleen Fitzgerald, Mr. Charles E. Thomas, and Mr. W. D. Gaddy. Later, a Chapel was built, known as Unity Chapel.
1945 – Rev. Sam M. Milton began his pastorate at First Presbyterian Church. Rev. Milton 

was a very nurturing minister who cared very deeply about each church member. If a member was absent from Church on Sunday, he would find out why. His sense of humor was prevalent in his sermons, which made them very interesting to both children and adults.

1949 – A modern, convenient and attractive brick manse was built on Ashe Street.
December 11, 1949 – The Session voted to receive members of the former Presbyterian 


Church of Lilesville; which was later dissolved by Presbytery.

Since 1950 – Through the generosity of Mrs. Frank G. Fetzer and many others, a much 

needed addition to the Education Building was built with complete recreational and kitchen facilities. This building was dedicated February 25, 1954.

March 6, 1958 – The Session approved a church sponsored Boy Scout Troop.

July 28, 1960 – Plans were made for a telephone prayer service to be instituted. The

prayer book “A Diary of Private Prayer” was given to every home represented in the church.

April 9, 1961 – Improvements to the church property began. The changes included the 
addition of air conditioning to the sanctuary and Sunday School rooms; a fire escape at the rear of the Educational Building; and new lighting in the sanctuary. Work to the outside of the church included repairing windows and frames and painting, in addition to disposing of the old manse building and using the site as a play area for the young children. The pipe organ was also renovated at this time.

March 29, 1962 – The Session approved a motion for the church to sponsor an Explorer 


Group as well as a Boy Scout Troop.

February 17, 1963 – Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Jr., began his pastorate at First 

Presbyterian Church. Rev. Alston was an easy going minister who had a great way with people. He is remembered especially by the youth of the church for their visit to New York. He had a way of making everyone feel welcome.

September 12, 1963 – The congregation voted to sponsor a missionary. A letter was 


received from our missionary family – the Wayne Smiths in Campinas, Brazil.

1965 – Rev. John R. King began his pastorate at First Presbyterian Church. He is 

remembered as being great in the pulpit. He was even known to step over to the Women of the Church Meetings and teach a lesson. He was able to relate his lessons to everyone’s life. He had lots of energy.
October 22, 1967 – Under the pastorate of Howard Smith, a bi-monthly newsletter 

entitled the Epistle was started. Rev. Smith was a hard working pastor who ministered to everyone’s needs with a joyful heart.

September, 1972 – Rev. C. L. Cheshire, Jr., began his pastorate with the First 


Presbyterian Church in Wadesboro.

September 7, 1973 – The minister, Rev. C. L. Cheshire, Jr., launched the Centennial 

celebration of this church to celebrate its organization on September 14, 1873. Members of the church were busy getting ready for this special day on 
November 11, 1973. Men, women, and young people worked to have the 
church ready for our visitors; painting, papering and carpeting. Total communing members as of November 1, 1973, was 260.

July 11, 1979 – Mrs. G. D. Davidson received a Life Membership Pin and Certificate 
from the Women of the Church in the United States for her faithful and constant service to First Presbyterian Church.

January 4, 1981 – Rev. Claude D. Gamble, Jr., began his pastorate with First 

Presbyterian Church of Wadesboro. His Sunday night program of “Bullfrogs and Butterflies” was a highlight for the children and youth which culminated with a musical. Who could forget Sammy the Snake and assorted friends during his delightful children’s sermons?

September 1, 1984 – Rev. Cliff Hill McLeod, Jr., began his pastorate with First 

Presbyterian Church of Wadesboro. His youth and vitality were enjoyed by everyone – especially by the young members of the church. He is remembered also for his guitar music in church and with the youth.

November 10, 1985 – The Fellowship Hall was dedicated. Made possible by the 

generous contribution and vision of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. McLeod, the Fellowship Hall houses a dining area, kitchen, ladies’ parlor, restrooms, and the scout troop’s meeting place in the basement.

December 24, 1987 – First Presbyterian Church began its annual Moravian Love Feast 

which has been held each Christmas Eve from that date to the present. Beverly and Jim Strayhorn began this tradition as Beverly had been raised in a Moravian Church and wanted to share this beautiful service with our congregation.

June 5, 1988 – Homecoming Celebration

March 21, 1989 – Presbyterian Hunger Fund was established under the leadership of 
Rev. Cliff McLeod of First Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Bill Johnson of Morven Presbyterian and Camden Presbyterian. The organization has provided food and crisis assistance for people in Anson County for over 18 years. It helped to establish SACOM and WACOM which are the two Presbyterian food banks in Anson County. It also provides support to Anson Crisis Ministry and Feed My Lambs.
1989 – Dr. and Mrs. Randy Adams left the membership of First Presbyterian Church to 


serve as missionaries in Taiwan.

1991 – Janice Chandler became our first Director of Christian Education

1992 – Barbecue for Missions was begun as an annual project to raise money to assist the 


impoverished in our community, nation, and around the world.

April 17, 1994 – Rev. Dean Kirkland Young began his pastorate with First Presbyterian

Church of Wadesboro. As the Resolution of Appreciation in the foyer states, “Rev. Dean K. Young taught us lovingly in word and example. He filled the lives of his many friends in this community with love, laughter, compassion, and hope.”

1994 – Rev. Dean Young started the annual “Fish Fry”. This was an opportunity for the 

Session to serve the congregation and say a special “Thank You” for the hard work they had done at mission raising events including the annual barbecue. Our church’s fisherman, Emmett Patterson, supplied the fish from his fishing trips and was assisted with the fixings by his wife, Emily, and other members of the congregation. This activity is still a yearly event.

December, 1994 – A $200,000 remodeling project of our sanctuary, church offices, and 


adjacent Sunday School rooms was completed in December, 1994.

1995 – Stephen Ratliff completed Columbia Theological Seminary and is now an 
ordained Presbyterian minister. Stephen grew up in our church and received support from our church during his time in seminary.
October 12, 1997 – Rev. Priscilla B. Durkin began her pastorate with First Presbyterian 

Church of Wadesboro. First Presbyterian experienced the power of prayer to change our lives during the years in which Rev. Priscilla Durkin served as pastor. Rev. Durkin showed her love for God through her love for each member of the congregation. She ensured that our church services were worshipful and that the focus was always on God. By working together with other churches, organizations, and individuals, Priscilla felt that positive changes could be made in our community.

January 25, 1998 – The lift was dedicated in memory of Frank Fetzer, Jr., Harold and 

Margaret Keith, William J. McKinnon, Mary B. Parker, and Dean K. Young in order that our church would be open and accessible to all.

2000 – An Email prayer list began in addition to the telephone prayer chain to share 


prayer requests with the congregation.

May 21, 2000 – The Memorial Garden was dedicated and has been enjoyed by the entire 

Community ever since.  Each year, the garden hosts the community’s Easter Sunrise Service, compliments many wedding celebrations, and serves as a place for quiet prayer and meditation.

2000 – A gazebo was placed in the Memorial Garden given in loving memory of Laura 

Virginia Via Taft by her children and grandchildren.

November 10, 2001 – The Wadesboro Area Community Outreach Ministry (WACOM)


was formed to serve as a monthly food bank for those needing assistance in Wadesboro. WACOM sponsors 3-4 mobile food pantries in conjunction with some of the Anson County Methodist churches to serve other areas of the county.
2001 – The Girl Scout Troop of America #2430 began under the direction of Gwen 


Lanning.

July 1, 2003 – Sarah Alice Harris became the Director of Christian Education

September, 2004 – Cubby Bears and Explorers were started for our children on Sunday 

nights under the direction of Ellen Huntley, Kathryn Emory, and Janice Chandler with handbell instruction.

January, 2005 – The  Youth groups of First Presbyterian, Morven Presbyterian, and First 


United Methodist Church were combined.
February 6, 2005 – The Mary Massey Allen Library was dedicated in loving memory of 


Mary Massey Allen.

2005 – Kaye Nelson Ratliff served as Moderator of Charlotte Presbytery.

December 6, 2005 – The Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting was held at First Presbyterian 


Church.

April, 2007 – A children’s library was established.

April, 2007 – A renovation of the church nursery was given by the Trexler family 


in honor of their grandchildren.

The church today is indebted not only to the founders but to all its members who have worked to keep alive the spark that was lit 134 years ago. In the words of the Apostle Paul; “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 1:6)

Women of the Church

All through the first years of the life of the Church, the women aided in the work and responded faithfully and sacrificially to every call. However, there is no record of any organization until April 28, 1885, when The Ladies Aid Society was formed with the express purpose of improving church property. At their first meeting, the following members were enrolled: Mrs. Annie Hendrix, Mrs. W. T. Gee, Mrs. M. A. Murr, Mrs. J. C. McLauchlin, Mrs. Frontis, Mrs. L. J. Ingram, Mrs. H. H. McKeithan, Mrs. William Smith, Mrs. J. T. Bradley, Miss Flora Doty, and Mrs. Emma Murr. The officers elected were Mrs. Annie Hendrix, President; Mrs. William Smith, Vice-President; Miss Emma Murr, Secretary; and Mrs. L. J. Ingram, Treasurer.

Some of the rules of particular interest that were adopted by this Society were:

III. That an initiation fee of twenty-five cents be paid by each member upon 


       joining the Society.


IV. That ten cents be the amount due monthly from each of the elder ladies and 


       from the younger ladies and daughters, five cents each.

             V.  That a fine of ten cents be expected for each absence of members of this 


       Society, except in cases of protracted sickness.

The expenditures for the first year of this organization were $115.80. Year by year, The Ladies Aid Society lengthened its cords and strengthened its foundation by organizing like societies at Lilesville and Little’s.

On November 8, 1904, The Home and Foreign Missionary Society was organized with twelve members on the roll. These members were Mrs. Donald McIver, Mrs. B. G. Covington, Mrs. T. T. Caraway, Mrs. C. C. Moore, Mrs. W. F. Gray, Mrs. D. T. McLauchlin, Mrs. W. M. Morton, Miss V. C. Lilly, Mrs. W. T. Brasington, Miss Wincy Caraway, and Mrs. T. J. Fetzer. This group of women made a study of the Mission fields in their monthly meetings. The monthly dues; five cents or such larger sum as each felt able or willing to contribute, were applied to Home and Foreign Missions.
Functioning until 1918, the Ladies Aid Society and the Home and Foreign Missionary Society affiliated with the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. At this time, the Society began operating with two circles. These women worked diligently through the Great Depression and the hectic years of the Second World War. During the maneuvers in Anson County, a committee from the Auxiliary arranged the Sunday school auditorium into a comfortable, attractive recreation room for the use of the soldiers encamped here.

The name of the organization was changed to “Women of the Church” by the 1948 General Assembly. At this time, Mrs. W. L. Wildermuth was President; Mrs. F. M. Mills, Vice-President; Mrs. Walter Scarboro, Secretary; and Mrs. G. D. Davidson, Treasurer.

In recent years, the Women of the Church have continued to be involved in numerous activities. While searching our archives and speaking with members, we found that in 
the years 1983-1985, Mrs. James H. Spivey was President, Mrs. Tim Harris was Vice-President, Mrs. Gloria Cameron was Secretary-Treasurer, and Mrs. Harold Johnson was Historian. The women worked on landscaping of the church grounds, managing the 2¢-A-Meal Offering (now 5¢-A-Meal), assisting with the World Day of Prayer, providing support and nourishment at funerals, conducting Bible Studies, purchasing linens for the tables in the Fellowship Hall and purchasing “These Days” which is read by many congregation members. In 1988, the name of Women of the Church was changed to Presbyterian Women.
Today, Presbyterian Women continue to meet the needs of the congregation by providing support to its members. Peggy Trexler served as President of Presbyterian Women in the early 2000’s and now, Emily Patterson is President. The church is indebted to the women for their generous contributions to our church.

Men of the Church

The Men of the Church were organized in 1949 for Christian service. In recent years, they were reorganized into an active and enthusiastic group. The club’s members were not limited to the First Presbyterian Church, or any denomination. Joining with members from other churches, the Men of the Church met on Sunday mornings for breakfast and to receive various speakers.
The tradition of active participation still continues today for the men’s group at First Presbyterian Church. Over the years, leaders and cooks have included Bill Wildermuth, Herb Hildreth, Bill Aycock, Hank Spivey, Ashe Ratliff, J. D. McLeod, Jerry Ridenhour, David Ridenhour, Tim Harris, and Foyle Hightower. Special offerings collected by the Men of the Church have been used to support many projects of our Presbyterian Women. Thanks be to God for the men of our church.

Music

It would be impossible to mention the names of all who have contributed time and talents to this important part of the worship service.

The first organ, operated by pedals, was played by Miss Emma Murr, Miss Maggie Pinkston, Mrs. B. G. Covington and Mrs. T. J. Fetzer. Miss Angelyn Fetzer was elected organist in 1916. In 1921, with substantial financial help of The Women of the Church, a very sweet toned Estey Pipe organ was purchased and installed. Miss Jessie Moore and Miss Hattie Mae Covington were elected by the Session as organists. Miss Covington served almost continuously from that time until 1971 except for intervening periods. Other organists were Miss Rachel Hamilton and Mrs. Foyle Hightower. After about forty years of continuous use, it was decided to have the organ remodeled. The church was fortunate in securing the assistance of organists from other churches who filled in for many months until Mrs. Eddie Dunlap was engaged in 1972 to serve full time.

Serving as choir directors were Mrs. B. G. Covington, Mrs. Philip Caraway, Mrs. F. G. Fetzer, Mrs. Grady Bailey and Mrs. Herbert Hildreth. Mrs. Caraway and Mrs. Fetzer were also directors of the Young People’s Choir. A Primary Choir directed by Mrs. W. L. Wildermuth and a Junior Choir directed by Mrs. Wylie Hogue were organized in 1956 and continued by Mrs. Wildermuth until 1967. Both the Adult and Junior Choirs joined each year to provide beautiful Christmas and Easter music. In August, 1973, a choir composed of first through sixth grade children was organized by Miss Rachel Hamilton assisted by Mrs. Herbert Hildreth.

In 1974, First Presbyterian Church purchased a three-manual Rodgers Electronic Organ. This instrument is of outstanding quality and capability. It has served the church well requiring a minimum of maintenance and continues to provide the organist, and anyone else who has the opportunity to play it, with great flexibility and many options. The stop list on this organ allows it to be capable of producing necessary sounds for pieces by composers from any period.

From 1973 to 1979, our church organists were Mrs. Phyllis Dunlap, Mrs. Rachel (Hamilton) Rotella, and Mrs. Mary Parker. Adult choirs and children’s choirs presented well-prepared and worshipful anthems under the direction of the organists.

In 1979, Pat (Huntley) Kahler joined First Presbyterian Church as Choir Director. She enjoyed directing the Chancel Choir, children’s choirs, and a handbell choir and had beautiful results. (During her years at First Presbyterian, our church acquired a two octave set of Malmark handbells). She also organized a small instrumental group to play recorders (flutes). Pat left our church when it was necessary for her to move due to her husband’s military duty.

A few months after Pat Kahler began directing the choirs; Janice Chandler became the organist and continues in that position to the present.

In 1985, Tonya (Baker) Huggins became the new director of choirs for our church. Under Tonya’s direction, the choirs presented challenging and truly worshipful cantatas and anthems. Tonya left First Presbyterian in about 1987 after she began working full-time in music education for Anson County Schools.

The church was privileged to have beautiful solos sung by both Tonya and Pat while they served as Choir Directors. Also, during this same time, singing solos to the glory of God and as offering to worship were Mimi Child (Traxler), Tim Harris, Leigh Hildreth, Dianne Ratliffe, and others from the choir.
In the early 1980’s, the church had the good fortune to receive a very high quality new Samick piano for our sanctuary. This is a fine instrument that would equal in quality many grand pianos. The action is smooth and the tone is ideal for the size of the room. Also during this time, a two-octave set of Suzuki ToneChimes was given to our handbell choir by David and Mary Parker.
The Session voted to ask Janice Chandler to direct the choirs after Tonya left to work with the schools. She would direct from the console. To accommodate that situation, renovations had to be made to the choir loft and the location of the organ. A “pit” was made into the floor at the front of the choir loft and the organ was placed there. The choir loft was extended further back into the old pipe room. At about the same time, the Episcopal Church was also making renovations and offered the façade pipe organ pipes and the external casing which is located now behind the choir. The organ speakers are immediately behind the pipes.

Between the years of 2000 and 2005, the music department received wonderful gifts that have greatly enhanced our equipment and music performance. The church was given a beautiful, completely refurbished Laffargue baby grand piano from the estate of Rachel (Hamilton) Rotella. It was placed in our Fellowship Hall on a support platform that allows it to be easily moved to any location in the room for performances. From the Tom and Marie Wall estate, we received $10,000 which allowed us to purchase new choir robes, several high quality musical instruments and music. The Tom and Catherine Little family of Wadesboro donated a Monarch baby grand piano for our use in the choir room. At about the same time, an additional octave of Suzuki ToneChimes were given to the church in memory of Priscilla Durkin’s sister, Becky Carnes.

Janice Chandler has continued to direct the choirs and now has the Chancel Choir and a Handbell Choir. The children rehearse with Sarah Alice Harris and Janice on Sunday mornings before Sunday School, and Janice offers a children’s handbell group in connection with Explorers on Sunday nights.

Our handbell choirs have been active in festivals and took part in an “Amazing Grace” contest winning first place. They have also been invited to participate with other churches in their programs.

Our youth are participating with the First United Methodist youth, Morven Presbyterian youth and their adult leaders in a contemporary-style group called “Joyful Noise” under the direction of Gail Litaker. This wonderful group presents special music to the congregation several times a year.

First Presbyterian has a great love for the music of the church and as such, has been fortunate to have in both the past and present, many dedicated people who provide music ministry as vocal choir, handbell choir or soloists every Sunday and for special occasions.

Youth of the Church

Through the years, active young people’s organizations have been in existence ranging from the Miriams for the youngest of our congregation, to the Youth Fellowship for older boys and girls. For a number of years, there were two very active Christian Endeavor Societies – Junior and Senior.
Delegates from our Church attended the Davidson Young People’s Conferences; also the Pioneer Camp at Camp Forest, Cheraw, SC; and at a later date, the Senior Conference for Young People at Camp Forest, Cheraw, SC.

In 1937, Mrs. W. G. Thomas was appointed Adult Supervisor for Young People’s Work. In 1939, Miss Hattie Mae Covington served as Adult Advisor for the Pioneer Young People. Each summer, some of the young people attended the different summer camps and conferences. The Church sponsored a delegate, Glenda Goodman, to the North American Reformed and Presbyterian Youth Assembly held at Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana, July 19-25, 1963. Two delegates, Kathy Burns and Donnie Goodman, were sponsored by the church to attend the North Carolina Ecumenical Conference held at Guilford College, Greensboro, NC, August 12-17, 1963. Carol Burch attended a Senior High Workshop at Camp Stewart, Charlotte, NC.

The Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Jr., had a Pioneer Retreat at his Lake Lure home July 22-25, 1964, followed by a Senior Retreat August 28-30. Reggie and Johnny Wagner were the Youth Advisors at that time. Rev. Alston took the youth of the church on a trip to New York and the World’s Fair. They visited churches along the way and various historical sites like Williamsburg, VA, Washington, DC, and Arlington National Cemetery. They even spent a night at Union Theological Seminary.

The year 1973 found the lively and interested young people’s group under the leadership of Jack Singles and Jack Williams engaged in many and varied activities.
In the 1980’s and 1990’s, the Youth continued to meet under the direction of Cynthia Bower, Jody Stowe, Norma Lassiter, Kathryn Emory, and Candy White. The 2000’s saw Candy White continuing as Youth Advisor with Howard Brown and then Kelly Morgan joining to lead. Summer trips to the Youth Conference at Montreat and mission trips to West Virginia; Lexington, Kentucky; Charlotte; New Orleans; and Washington were highlights of those years. The youth were involved in numerous activities including lock-ins, preparing care packages for college students, having a booth at PeopleFest, conducting shopping trips to buy packages for the Hens and Hams Project at Christmas, going to the regional packing center in Mint Hill to prepare packages for Samaritan’s Purse at Christmas, and numerous offerings such as the Souper Bowl. They went skiing, bagged crops at a gleaning project in Charlotte, went on scavenger hunts, cook-outs, made presentations at Graduation Sunday, and led worship on Youth Sunday.

We thank God for the talents that He gave to our young people and appreciate the hard work and joy in which they approached each opportunity.
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Ministers and Stated Supplies

Rev. S. C. Alexander





1873-1877

Rev. R. A. Miller





1878-1881

Rev. J. L. Williams





1881-1882

Rev. A. G. Buckner





1883-1890

Rev. Milton R. Kirkpatrick




1891-1894

Rev. Eugene L. Siler





1894-1897

Rev. M. C. Arrowood





1897-1899

Rev. Donald McIver





1900-1906

Rev. Robert M. Mann





1906-1911

Rev. W. Bruce Doyle





1912-1914

Rev. A. R. Woodson





1915-1917

Rev. John Jordan Douglass




1919-1926

Rev. James A. Caligan




1927-1937


(Pastor Emeritus 1937-1938)

Rev. Willard G. Thomas




1937-1944

Rev. Sam M. Milton





1945-1949

Rev. David C. Crawford




1949-1951

Rev. Richard G. Laurens




1952-1956

Rev. S. Wylie Hogue, Jr.




1956-1958

Rev. Norris L. Fellows




1958-1962

Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Jr.




1963-1964

Rev. John R. King





1965-1967

Rev. H. Howard Smith




1967-1972

Rev. C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr.



1972-1979

Rev. Claude D. Gamble, Jr.




1981-1984     

Rev. Cliff Hill McLeod, Jr.




1984-1993

Rev. Glenn Robinson





1993-1994


(Interim Pastor)

Rev. Dr. Dean Kirkland Young



1994-1996 

Rev. Glenn Robinson





1996-1997


(Interim Pastor)
Rev. Dr. Priscilla B. Durkin




1997-2006
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Clerks of the Session

John C. McLauchlin



1873-1906

Charlton C. Moore



1906-1926

Dr. William L. McKinnon


1926-1928

T. Philip Caraway



1928-1929

Charles A. Bland



1929-1952

Frank Paul Boylin



1952-1959

William L. Wildermuth


1958-1959

John T. King




1960-1961

James D. Burch



1962-1964

J. Herbert Hildreth



1972-1975

Emmett Patterson



1976-1977

David Parker




1977-1979

William L. Wildermuth


1979-1981

J. Herbert Hildreth



1981-1982

W. K. Child, Jr.



1982-1985

Ken Goins




1986-1987

Bob Stowe




1987-1989

Candy White




1990-1992

Nat White




1993-1996

Jim Strayhorn




1997-1998

Pam Vernon




1998-2000

Candy White




2000-2001

Kathryn Emory



2001-2003

Beverly Strayhorn



2003-2004

Bob Stowe




2004-2006

Ellen Huntley




2006-2007

Anne Hyatt




2007-
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Roll of Elders







       Ordained or Installed       Class of
Captain John C. McLauchlin



October 12, 1873

Dr. Wilson C. Ramsey



October 12, 1873

Henry H. McKeithan




March 4, 1877

M. A. Furr





March 4, 1877

John A. McRae




March 1, 1896

James A. McLauchlin




March 1, 1896

Dr. J. M. Covington




April 19, 1903

Charlton C. Moore




October 18, 1903

Thomas J. Fetzer




October 18, 1903

Dr. Robert D. Ross




June 30, 1912

J. Harry McIver




April 2, 1916

T. W. Austin





April 2, 1916

L. L. Drake





April 2, 1916

C. H. Whit





June 15, 1917

W. L. McKinnon




July 4, 1920

W. Clyde Via





July 4, 1920

T. Philip Caraway




February 26, 1923

C. A. Bland





May 4, 1927

Dr. J. E. Hart





June 23, 1929

Frank Paul Boylin




June 23, 1929

John E. P. Munn




January 2, 1938

J. E. Michael





January 2, 1938

F. M. Hightower, Sr.




October 7, 1934

D. F. Garris





June 4, 1939

C. H. Ferguson




November 21, 1943

Charles E. Thomas (Unity Chapel)


March 11, 1945

R. L. Chew





April 13, 1947

Martin A. McRae




April 13, 1947

J. Bradley Wall




March 5, 1950

W. M. Caldwell




March 22, 1953

R. V. Liles





March 22, 1953

W. L. Wildermuth




March 22, 1953

Dr. W. J. McKinnon




December 27, 1953

W. E. Rayle





December 27, 1953

James B. Cameron




January 12, 1958

R. V. Liles





January 12, 1958

Dr. W. J. McKinnon




January 12, 1958

Charles H. Shelton




January 12, 1958

John T. King II




January 12, 1958

D. F. Garris





January 12, 1958

F. P. Boylin, Sr.




January 12, 1958

C. H. Ferguson




January 12, 1958

W. L. Wildermuth




January 12, 1958

Roll of Elders (continued)


       Ordained or Installed              Class of
James D. Burch




December 27, 1959


Harold C. Keith




December 27, 1959

J. D. McLeod





December 27, 1959

David C. Parker




December 27, 1959

J. Walter Scarboro




January 7, 1962

George C. Vernon, Jr.




January 7, 1962

R. V. Liles





January 21, 1962

J. Herbert Hildreth




February 23, 1964

John T. King II




February 23, 1964

J. W. Parker (Unity Chapel)



January 16, 1966

James B. Cameron




January 16, 1966

E. Burke Fowler




January 16, 1966

Mrs. W. L. Wildermuth



January 16, 1966

     (First woman Elder in this church)
Foyle Hightower, Sr.




March 20, 1966

S. Paul Meadows




October 30, 1966

Mrs. Tom D. Wall, Sr.



October 30, 1966

James D. Burch




January 28, 1968

David C. Parker




January 28, 1968

Charles H. Shelton




January 28, 1968

Garland M. Puckett




January 25, 1970

Mrs. C. H. Teague




January 25, 1970

Hugh R. Trexler




February 21, 1971

J. Herbert Burns




February 21, 1971

J. Herbert Hildreth




January 16, 1972

Mrs. George C. Vernon, Jr.



January 16, 1972

William L. Wildermuth



January 16, 1972

Mrs. Harold Keith




February 4, 1973

Emmett Patterson




December 30, 1974
Clayton Gaddy




December 30, 1974

Mrs. Harold Keith




January 4, 1976

David C. Parker




January 4, 1976

Wayne Lassiter




January 4, 1976

Jack Williams





January 4, 1976

Bill Galloway





November 6, 1977

Hugh Wallace





November 6, 1977

Mrs. Charles Shelton




November 6, 1977

William L. Wildermuth



October 28, 1979

William K. Child, Jr.




October 28, 1979

Hugh R. Trexler




October 28, 1979
George Bower









1984

Herbert Hildreth








1984

Cameron Keith








1984

Alex McLeod









1984

Emily Patterson








1984

Martha Wildermuth








1984

Roll of Elders (continued)


       Ordained or Installed              Class of
William K. Child, Jr.








1985

Marilyn A. Child








1985

Emmett Patterson








1985

Dan B. Stowe









1985

Hugh Trexler









1985

Bill Wildermuth








1985

John O. Edwards








1986

Alice E. Galloway








1986

Kenneth W. Goins








1986

Norma J. Lassiter








1986

James G. Ratliffe, Jr.








1986

Jerry F. Ridenhour








1986

Sarah Alice K. Harris








1987

Randy S. Adams








1987

Henry T. Harward








1987

Harold D. Dunlap








1987

Lena Covington








1988

Lovdia Spivey









1988

Hugh Wallace









1988

Jimmy Strayhorn








1988

Foyle Hightower, Jr.








1989

Kaye N. Ratliff








1989

Jerry F. Ridenhour








1989

Robert T. Stowe, Jr.








1989

William T. Aycock








1990

Leigh Hildreth









1990

Emmett S. Patterson








1990

Peggy S. Trexler








1990

Peg Boylin









1991

Kenneth W. Goins








1991

Tim Harris









1991

William D. Hightower







1991

Alex McLeod









1992

David C. Parker








1992

Frances B. Vernon








1992

Candice W. White








1992

John O. Edwards








1993
H. Cameron Keith, Jr.








1993

Beverly Strayhorn








1993

Pam Vernon









1993

Constance Aycock








1994

Linda Jones









1994

Dianne T. Ratliffe








1994

Jerry Ridenhour








1994

Foyle Hightower, Jr.








1995

Kaye Ratliff









1995

Roll of Elders (continued)


       Ordained or Installed              Class of
Kirk Wallace









1995

Nat B. White, Jr.








1995

Eddie Huntley









1996

Alex McLeod









1996

Emmett Patterson








1996

Jimmy Strayhorn








1996

Sandra Catoe









1997

Sandy Layfield








1997

Stevie Thompson








1997

Peggy Trexler









1997

Donald Altieri









1998

Leigh Hildreth









1998

Harold B. Johnson








1998

Kaye Ratliff









1998

Linda Jones









1999

Robert Stowe









1999

Pam Vernon









1999

Kirk Wallace









1999

Ted Gardner









2000
Kenneth Goins








2000

Emmett Patterson








2000

Candy White









2000

Peg Boylin









2001

Ruth Fuchs









2001

Carol Hester









2001

Hoy Lanning









2001

Kathryn Emory








2002

Sarah Alice Harris








2002

Brenda Morgan








2002

Hugh Wallace









2002
Calvin Catoe









2003

Jerry Ridenhour








2003

Beverly Strayhorn








2003

Nat White









2003

Danny Deese









2004

Becky Goins









2004

Steve Leary









2004

Nancy Willingham








2004

Candy White









2004

Ross McKenzie








2004
Howard Brown








2005
Marie Edwards








2005

Bob Stowe









2005

Leigh Wagner









2005

Tim Harris









2006

Ellen Huntley









2006

Gwen Lanning









2006

Roll of Elders (continued)


       Ordained or Installed              Class of
Emmett Patterson








2006

Foyle Hightower, Jr.








2007
Anne Trexler Hyatt








2007
Brenda Morgan








2007
JoAnn Thomas








2007
Jim Boylin









2008
Alex McLeod









2008

Babbs Wilson









2008

Candy White









2008

Lovdia Spivey









2008

Kaye Ratliff









2009

Jerry Ridenhour








2009

Peggy Trexler









2009

Sarah Alice Harris








2009

Roll of Deacons







       Ordained or Installed       


Thomas J. Fetzer




February 15, 1885
Dr. David B. Francis




February 15, 1885

William A. Smith




February 15, 188

William E. Murr




March 22, 1887

James T. Bradley




January 22, 1889

John E. McLauchlin




March 15, 1896

T. W. Austin





April 19, 1903

W. P. Benton





April 19, 1903

T. T. Caraway





December 13, 1905

F. C. Parsons





December 13, 1905

W. C. Via





December 13, 1905

D. J. Everett





June 30, 1912

William T. Hart




July 13, 1913

T. Philip Caraway




July 13, 1913

Frank G. Fetzer




April 2, 1916

C. M. Niven





July 4, 1920

F. P. Boylin





July 4, 1920

C. A. Bland





July 4, 1920

F. M. Hightower




February 26, 1923

John Craig Gray




February 26, 1923

Francis E. Liles




January 31, 1932

R. Vernon Liles




January 31, 1932

Forace Hightower




January 30, 1933

D. F. Garris





October 7, 1934

Avery E. Hightower




January 2, 1938

W. A. Collins





January 2, 1938

Martin A. McRae




June 4, 1939

R. Fred Gray





June 4, 1939

Roll of Deacons (continued)


       Ordained or Installed       

W. G. Brown, Jr.




November 21, 1943
Joe Henderson





November 21, 1943

M. D. Taft





February 18, 1945
W. E. Rayle





February 18, 1945

J. W. Parker (Unity Chapel)



February 11, 1945

J. Walter Scarboro




April 13, 1947

Chase Baughn





April 13, 1947

Clarence Early





March 22, 1953

David C. Parker




March 22, 1953

Charles H. Shelton




March 22, 1953

F. P. Boylin, Jr.




December 27, 1953

Foyle R. Hightower




December 27, 1953

J. D. McLeod





December 27, 1953

F. M. Mills, Jr.




December 27, 1953

James B. Cameron




December 26, 1954

J. J. Register





December 26, 1954

W. C. Taft





December 26, 1954

James D. Burch




December 11, 1955

Harold B. Johnson




December 11, 1955

T. D. Williams





December 11, 1955

J. Herbert Hildreth




December 30, 1956

Harold C. Keith




December 30, 1956

John T. King





December 30, 1956

M. D. Taft





December 30, 1956

James H. Ferguson




July 24, 1958

George C. Vernon, Jr.




January 12, 1958

James H. Burns




January 12, 1958

Alden Lindsley Gray




January 12, 1958

David C. Parker




January 12, 1958

D. B. Goodman




March 1, 1959

C. M. Wagner





March 1, 1959

J. D. McLeod





March 1, 1959

F. P. Boylin, Jr.




March 1, 1959

Robert M. Brand




December 27, 1959

J. H. Ferguson





March 20, 1960

Harold Johnson




December 27, 1959

Foyle Hightower, Sr.




December 27, 1959

F. M. Mills, Jr.




December 27, 1959

Tom Wall, Jr.





December 27, 1959

Wade Childs, Sr.




April 16, 1961

Herbert Hildreth




April 16, 1961

William H. Russell




April 16, 1961

W. P. Wright





April 16, 1961

J. B. Cameron





January 7, 1962

Burke Fowler





January 21, 1962

Tom Wall, Jr.





January 7, 1962

L. A. Brown





January 6, 1963

Roll of Deacons (continued)


       Ordained or Installed       

Charles H. Shelton




January 6, 1963

C. M. Wagner





January 6, 1963

R. D. Kennedy





February 23, 1964

J. Leonard Smith




February 23, 1964

Hugh Trexler





February 23, 1964

D. B. Goodman




February 23, 1964

Ed Emory





April 25, 1965

Harold Johnson




April 25, 1965

Andy Moore





April 25, 1965

W. L. Wildermuth




April 25, 1965

J. Herbert Burns




January 16, 1966

D. B. Hutchinson (Unity Chapel)


January 16, 1966

Mrs. Charles H. Shelton



January 16, 1966

C. H. Ferguson




January 16, 1966

B. O. Garner





January 16, 1966

Jack Heisler





October 30, 1966

Mrs. Fred M. Mills, Sr.



March 5, 1967

David A. Burr, Sr.




March 5, 1967

Harold Mickle





January 28, 1968

Clayton C. Gaddy




January 28, 1968

Hugh Trexler





January 28, 1968

C. M. Wagner





January 28, 1968

Edward Martin Cozart




January 19, 1969

Harold C. Keith




January 19, 1969

J. D. McLeod





January 19, 1969

John Monroe





January 25, 1970

George R. Trexler




January 25, 1970

Hugh Wallace





January 25, 1970



Howard Good





January 24, 1971

D. B. Goodman




January 24, 1971

Emmett Patterson




January 24, 1971

Mrs. James D. Burch




January 16, 1972

Harold L. Mickle




January 16, 1972

George C. Vernon, Jr.




January 16, 1972

Mrs. J. Herbert Hildreth



February 4, 1973

Jack Williams





February 4, 1973

James H. Nivens




February 4, 1973

Dennis M. Singles (Jack)



February 4, 1973

Henry Harward




December 30, 1974

George R. Trexler




December 30, 1974

James Phillips





December 30, 1974

Ed Cozart





December 30, 1974

Bill Galloway





January 5, 1975

Hugh Wallace





January 5, 1975

Wayne Lassiter




January 5, 1975

William (Butch) Colson



January 5, 1975

Sidney Braswell




January 4, 1976

Roll of Deacons (continued)


       Ordained or Installed       

Mrs. Gloria Cameron




January 4, 1976

John Edwards





January 4, 1976

Hank Spivey





January 4, 1976

W. K. Child, Jr.




December 5, 1976

Hugh R. Trexler




December 5, 1976

William C. Good




December 5, 1976

James (Hank) Spivey




December 5, 1976

Harold Keith





November 6, 1977

Mrs. Nancy Mason




November 6, 1977

Glenn Trexler





November 6, 1977

Foyle Hightower, Jr.




December 10, 1978

Mrs. Kaye Ratliff




December 10, 1978

Jerry Ridenhour




December 10, 1978

Mrs. George C. Vernon, Jr.



October 28, 1979

William E. Webb, Jr.




October 28, 1979

Dale Baldwin





October 28, 1979

C. M. Wagner





October 28, 1979

Tim Harris





October 28, 1979
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First Presbyterian Church

PO Box 351, 208 South Greene Street

Wadesboro NC 28170

Email: fpcwadesboro@alltel.net

Website: www.firstpresbyterianwadesboro.org
704-694-3818
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